Delayed traumatic intrapericardial diaphragmatic hernia associated with cardiac tamponade.
We describe a case of delayed presentation of traumatic intrapericardial diaphragmatic hernia associated with cardiac tamponade. A 71-year-old woman presented to our emergency department complaining of epigastric and midabdominal pain one month after hospitalization for multiple injuries suffered in an automobile accident. Chest radiograph showed a diaphragmatic hernia. In the ED, the patient became hypotensive and tachycardic with elevated central venous pressure. At surgery, she was found to have omentum and transverse colon herniated into the pericardial sac causing cardiac tamponade. The defect was repaired, and her postoperative course was uncomplicated. Cardiac tamponade should be included in the differential diagnosis of hypotension in patients with radiographic evidence of diaphragmatic hernia.